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    CONNECTIONS
The official newsletter of the

CHOSEN Community Development Corporation
Harford and Cecil Counties of Maryland




CHOSEN CDC's
2ND ANNUAL

GOLF TOURNAMENT
WILL BE HELD ON

AUGUST 29.
SEE PAGE 4 FOR MORE

INFORMATION.

The CHOSEN CDC 6th Annual Youth and Family
Conference was held on July 16, 2022.  This
year's theme Be Kind to Your Mind, focused on
mental health and wellness information
provided by professionals from the region.  In
addition to the presentations, the attendees
participated in smaller, interactive groups and
visited with the various vendors.  CHOSEN CDC
is grateful to the presenters and panelists for
their time to address this important topic:  
    Dr. Phillip Halstead, MD
    Dr. Annjanette Ellison
    Dr. Iquo Cooper, CRNP, FNP-BC, PMHNP-BC
    Katrina Stephenson, RN
    Anthony Kenion               Tyrone Hansboro
    Laura Dahl, LPCN             Robin Williams, DN
    Deborah Parker                Dr. Ri-Chard McCarthy
    Dr. Rodney Chapman      Sheila Chapman






DID YOU KNOW THAT YOUR

PHYSICAL HEALTH HAS
AN IMPACT ON YOUR 

MENTAL HEALTH?





T H E  C H O S E N  C O M M U N I T Y  

D E V E L O P M E N T  C O R P O R A T I O N  
F O U N D E D  M A Y  2 0 2 0



M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

T H E  C H O S E N  C D C  W I L L  E N H A N C E  T H E
L I V E S  O F  F A M I L I E S  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L S ,

C H I L D R E N  A N D  A D U L T S ,  T H R O U G H
D I R E C T  E N G A G E M E N T ,  E D U C A T I O N A L
T R A I N I N G ,  E M P O W E R M E N T  S E R V I C E S ,

A N D  E N R I C H M E N T  P R O G R A M S  T H A T
W I L L  E N C O U R A G E  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T

 O F  S E L F - S U S T A I N I N G  L I V E S  F O R  T O D A Y
A N D  T O M O R R O W .



V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

T O  I N S P I R E  A N D  M O T I V A T E  
S E L F - S U F F I C I E N C Y  W I T H I N  F A M I L I E S

A N D  I N D I V I D U A L S  
F O R  G E N E R A T I O N S  T O  C O M E  T H R O U G H
E D U C A T I O N ,  S E R V I C E S  A N D  P R O G R A M S



B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

W A R L I N E  B R Y A N T ,  P R E S I D E N T
M A R I L Y N  R O D R I G U E Z ,  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T

M Y R I C K  J O H N S O N ,  T R E A S U R E R
S H E R L I E  J O N E S ,  F I N A N C I A L  A D M I N I S T R A T O R

J O Y C E  G L A S B Y ,  S E C R E T A R Y
B E R T  H A S H

D R .  A U S T I N  H I L L
K E E N A  J O H N S O N

A N D R E  J .  J O H N S O N  
C O L  ( R )  R O B E R T  E .  J O N E S ,  J R .

H O W A R D  M C C O M A S ,  I V
C H A N E L  R H O A D S - R E E D

L I S A  S N O D G R A S S
C O L V I N  B E N N E T T ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R




Stay In Touch
Website www.chosencdc.org

Facebook @ chosencommunity520
Email chosencdcinfo@chosencdc.org
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The Violet Ripken

Memorial and

CHOSEN CDC

Community Garden
In 2021, the CHOSEN CDC established a community garden in
cooperation with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Harford and Cecil
Counties.  The garden, which is located at the club in Aberdeen
carries two titles.  The first is the Violet Ripken Memorial
Garden in honor of her contributions to the Boys and Girls
Clubs.  The second title is the CHOSEN CDC Community Garden
to indicate that the garden is a local resource to grow and
share fresh produce.  
The memorial gardens have flowering trees and plants for
visual enjoyment. The community garden has thirty-seven
raised beds that are used by individuals, families, and groups
to raise various produce to include vegetables, fruit such as
melons, and flowers to support pollination.
Mr. Lonnie Vick, Project Leader, collaborated with a team in
2021 to design and build the garden.  This year, Mr. Vick and
the CHOSEN CDC Garden Team are providing garden education
to the Boys & Girls Club campers and providing consulting
services to other organizations that are starting gardens. Two
garden projects CHOSEN CDC supported this year includes
Bakerfield Elementary in Aberdeen and The Crown of Life
Worship Center in Edgewood.
Along with the Boys and Girls Clubs, the garden received start
up support from Mt. Zion Baptist Church (Aberdeen), Freedom
Federal Credit Union, Smith Forest Products and Cousins
Landscaping to break ground on this thriving project. 
The garden is having a positive impact on people of all ages. 
 Turn to the Community Connections at Work on page 3 for
pictures of the gardeners at work along with our visitors.
CHOSEN CDC is appreciative of the Garden Team volunteers who
help to maintain the grounds, share their knowledge and
contribute to a unified purpose.    

Lonnie Vick
Project Leader, 

CHOSEN CDC Community
Garden



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS AT WORK
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THE COMMUNITY GARDEN UP CLOSE

Gardeners work on their beds
throughout each week. 

 Visitors are welcome to come
to the garden.  It is a great
place to learn and to grow

new friendships.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Register
online @

www.chosencdc.org/
events

THIS YEAR'S ACADEMY WILL FEATURE A VISIT TO THE MARYLAND SCIENCE
CENTER SPONSORED BY CONSTELLATION'S SACKS FOR SCIENCE
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All proceeds will benefit CHOSEN CDC programs.
Contact Myrick.Johnson@chosencdc.org

REGISTER BY 
AUG 15 

FOR DISCOUNTS
INDIVIDUALS

& TEAMS

HIGHLIGHTS
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Community Info
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FOLLOW FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES
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S E E  W H A T ' S  O N
 C H O S E N ' S  C A L E N D A R



A U G U S T

3 - 5  -  L E A D E R S H I P
A C A D E M Y



2 9  -  G O L F  T O U R N A M E N T &

F U N D R A I S E R

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

We NeedWe NeedWe Need

you!you!you!
If you are interested in

volunteering with 
CHOSEN CDC,

please contact us at 
chosencdcinfo@chosencdc.org

Mark Your Calendar:  UPCOMING SUMMERTIME Food Giveaways 
will be on AUGUST 13 and September 10 


